


WSHA Model Plain Language 
Healthcare Facility  
Emergency Code Events Policy Template 

This policy template is a sample resource that provides structure and baseline content for your hospital emergency code. Use of this resource is a suggestion and not a requirement. 


Subject: Healthcare Facility Emergency Operations           Policy Number: __________
Effective Date: _____________________________           Revision Date: __________ 
Authorized Approval_______________________________________________________ 


Policy Name: Hazardous Materials Release 
 
Purpose: To define the procedure by which hospital personnel will initiate a response to a hazardous materials release.

Application and Scope: All hospital employees, contractors, volunteers who may encounter or handle hazardous materials within the hospital premises. 

Definitions:  
· PPE: Personal Protective Device 
· EHR: Electronic Healthcare Record 
· SDS:  Safety Data Sheets 
· Hazardous Material: Any item or agent (biological, chemical, radiological and/or physical), which has the potential to cause harm to humans, animals, or the environment, either by itself or through interaction with other factors.

Policy and Responsibilities: Personnel should know and follow established protocols in the event of a hazardous material spill. 

This should include the immediate reporting of the spill to a designated safety officer or supervisor, the securing of the area to prevent further contamination and initiating the cleanup and/or containment procedure as outlined in the hospital guidelines.

In the event of a hazardous material spill emergency, a plain language alert will be utilized to notify and initiate the appropriate individuals and emergency response based on the campus emergency operations plan.  

Upon clearance of the emergency alert, and when safe to do so, a debrief should be considered as soon as possible for continuous quality improvement. 
 




Procedure: 
1. Initiating an Emergency Alert Call for a Hazardous Materials Release
A staff person who becomes aware of a hazardous materials release should announce and/or contact the call center staff to initiate the notification process for the specific facility emergency alert Hazardous Materials Release.

The announcement should include the use the plain language alert and the established alert scripting for the alert as follows:

“Facility Alert + Hazardous Materials Release: + location + directions” 

All staff should have knowledge on how to safely respond to a hazardous spill by: 
a) Assessing the environment where the spill has occurred.  
b) Review SDS as appropriate to skill and training. 
c) If staff are trained to clean up the hazardous materials release and have appropriate PPE, follow appropriate SDS procedures and reporting for applicable substance; ask for assistance, additional supplies and for disposal. 
d) Supporting any person(s) who may have been injured by seeking medical attention. 
e) Supporting efforts in reducing further injuries. 
f) Requesting the support of your hospital facilities and resources to support spill management. 

2. Terminating an Emergency Alert Call 
Once the emergency has been effectively managed or resolved and dependent on the emergency operations plan, the emergency alert call should be canceled.  

An “All Clear” “+ Facility Alert Hazardous Materials Release + location” may be announced by the call center staff to all that received the notification.

This announcement should be repeated three times. 
 
3. Competency-based Staff Education 
Staff education, including training cadence on this policy, may be found under the education and staffing component section under the Scope of Service policy or facility Emergency Operations Manual (insert location here).
 
 
References:
Chemical Hazards Risk Factors | Healthcare Workers | CDC
Chemical Emergency Considerations for Healthcare Facilities (hhs.gov)
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