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State/Federal Updates

*Digital Equity Act 2021 was introduced in the U.S. Senate on Friday, June 11%, which aims to close the digital divide
through 2 grant programs and builds on recent efforts to increase access to broadband by prioritizing “digital
inclusion”

* One pager here
* Pressrelease here
* Official website

*U.S Government Accountability Office (GAO) released a testimony regarding their ongoing assessment of COVID-19

flexibilities within the Medicare and Medicaid programs
* Testimony highlighted CMS data on recent telehealth utilization

*Department of Justice announced May 26t that it will be pressing charges for fraudulent use of COVID Telehealth
flexibilities

*U.S. Senate is considering a telehealth bill for veterans, including offering more virtual mental health services and
how to best serve rural veterans

*U.S. House of Representatives and U.S. Senate had hearings that addressed telehealth equity, broadband

challenges and funding, the digital divide, ensuring patient privacy for telehealth visits, and prescribing controlled
substances via telehealth


https://www.murray.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/ac629b47-4d7b-4f60-84cb-4887221a92f9/ehf21643.pdf
https://www.murray.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/f6b9d47e-f2a2-4d1f-bd78-688b2f7e131f/060721-digital-equity-act-one-pager-final.pdf
https://www.murray.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/newsroom?ID=0EBFF33F-29C4-44CB-A4BD-6B1B1C986794
https://www.digitalequityact.org/
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-21-575t.pdf
https://www.fsmb.org/siteassets/advocacy/pdf/states-waiving-licensure-requirements-for-telehealth-in-response-to-covid-19.pdf

State/Federal Updates

*The S. 1704 Telehealth Expansion Act of 2021 was introduced, which would permanently allow all Americans to

access telehealth services without the burden of first meeting a high deductible
* Press release here

*The H.R. 3371 Home Health Emergency Access to Telehealth (HEAT) was reintroduced, which is a bipartisan bill
that would provide Medicare reimbursement for audio and video telehealth services furnished by home health

emergencies during the COVID-19 emergency and future public health emergencies
* Press release here

*Permanency for Audio-Only Telehealth Act was introduced in the House of Representatives, which would enable
audio-only telehealth services for Medicare enrollees and allow the homes of Medicare beneficiaries to be

originating sites for audio-only telehealth
* Press release here

* The S. 1798 Telehealth Improvement for Kids” Essential Services (TIKES) Act of 2021 was introduced, which seeks

to increase telehealth access for Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) beneficiaries
* One-pager here



https://www.daines.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Daines-Cortez%20Masto%20Telehealth%20Expansion%20Act%20of%202021.pdf
https://www.daines.senate.gov/news/press-releases/daines-cortez-masto-introduce-bipartisan-bill-to-make-pandemic-driven-expanded-telehealth-access-permanent
https://arrington.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=570&inf_contact_key=7a6e9d91490663e2c83794d146fe3106
https://jasonsmith.house.gov/newsroom/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=3614
https://www.carper.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/8/8/88548edc-97e6-4993-80f2-6c784eacc9bd/AB8B5A71C3F10E0B4EB3E55306B9E3E0.lyn21482-tikes-act-v2.pdf?inf_contact_key=bfbcae73fe0719d100e59f5e35ba1d1c
https://www.carper.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/0/a/0a484be1-7c25-492e-83ad-17d2a0971fd2/6818A72B87629F92572E44335DCF497A.tikes-act-one-pager.pdf?inf_contact_key=cf9ad1b408b7f896070de3a0682e425b
https://www.fsmb.org/siteassets/advocacy/pdf/states-waiving-licensure-requirements-for-telehealth-in-response-to-covid-19.pdf
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HB 1196 Bill: Do established patient-provider
relationships impact audio-only healthcare visits?

*Requires reimbursement for audio-only telemedicine services if “the covered person has an
established relationship with the provider”

«“Established relationship” means the covered person:

* has had at least one in-person appointment within the past year with the provider providing audio-only telemedicine
OR with a provider employed at the same clinic as the provider providing audio-only telemedicine

OR

* was referred to the provider providing audio-only telemedicine by another provider who has had at least one in-
person appointment with the covered person within the past year and has provided relevant medical information to
the provider providing audio-only telemedicine”

*Original bill language here


http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Htm/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1196-S.SL.htm?q=20210624101928
https://www.fsmb.org/siteassets/advocacy/pdf/states-waiving-licensure-requirements-for-telehealth-in-response-to-covid-19.pdf

