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Health System Response Management: Priorities

1. Protect our frontline healthcare workers 

2. Optimize all of Washington’s health resources 

3. Keep our Washingtonians safe



Health System Response Management: Team

Public Health - Seattle & King County



Confirmed Cases and Deaths by County

Source: Washington State DOH

Current as of 
May 17. 2020 
11:59 p.m.

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/NovelCoronavirusOutbreak2020COVID19/DataDashboard


This Week’s Topics

• New Proclamation: Non-Urgent Procedures

• Updates
• PPE Supply Chain and Payments

• Long-Term Care

• Testing

• Outbreaks

• Progress: Health System Response Management Work Streams

• WA HEALTH



New Proclamation: Non-Urgent Procedures



New Proclamation: Non-Urgent Procedures

• Monday’s new Proclamation by the Governor
• Extends and amends proclamations 20-05 and 20-24
• State of Emergency still in effect

• Reducing restrictions is part of state’s larger “Safe Start” recovery plans

• Resumption of procedures requires:
• Local assessments
• At least 20% surge capacity
• Clinical judgement by health care professionals related to essential patient care
• Continuous monitoring of PPE, ventilators and other supplies
• COVID-19 testing and notification
• Etc. 



PPE Supply Chain

Current as of May 17, 2020
Source: DES 



Long-Term Care Update

• PPE for in-home health care workers was moved to Tier 1 in April
o500,000 cloth face coverings continue to be distributed to individual providers 

and home care agencies 

• DSHS signed a contract for a 5th COVID-only nursing home unit –

Avalon Health and Rehabilitation Center (Pasco) 





Testing Update

• State received 112,000 nasopharyngeal flocked swabs from FEMA 
on Saturday (May 16)

• Supposed to receive 430,000 transport media (VTM or saline) for 
May (and every month) but none received to date

• Summary: We have received 30% of promised swabs and 0% of 
promised transport media for May



Goal 1: Fully implement WA HEALTH



Goal 2: Inform long-term care facilities strategy



Goal 3: Design a health care recovery plan



Goal 4: Begin development of fall surge plan



WA HEALTH Update 



State Online Resources

• New Proclamation (Reducing Restrictions on, and Safe Expansion 
of, Non-Urgent Medical and Dental Procedures)

• COVID-19 Response web site

• Conservation Strategies for PPE

• Extended and Reuse of PPE by Health Care Personnel

• Risk Assessment Dashboard

• Department of Health COVID-19 Dashboard

https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/20-24.1%20-%20COVID-19%20Non-Urgent%20Medical%20Procedures%20Ext%20.pdf
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/how-you-can-help/personal-protective-equipment
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/ConservationStrat-PPE.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/PPE-Reuse.pdf
https://medium.com/wagovernor/inslee-rolls-out-covid-19-risk-assessment-dashboard-with-data-6bc5bc79324d
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/NovelCoronavirusOutbreak2020COVID19/DataDashboard


Technical Support 
Email: wahealth@doh.wa.gov

mailto:wahealth@doh.wa.gov
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Thank you


