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• Temporary B&O tax increase on service 

businesses (except hospitals) 
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Some effective soon
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Program Area Number of 
Clients

Savings

Adult Dental, Vision, 
and Hearing

175,000 $9.1 million

Alien Emergency 
Medical

1,300 $8.6 million

Adult Hospice 2,600 $4.6 million

Interpreters 70,000 $3.3 million

Physical, Occupational, 
Speech Therapy

20,000 $2.9 million

Savings numbers for six months
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March Health Care CutsMarch Health Care Cuts

Program Area Number of 
Clients

Savings

Adult prescription drugs All enrollees $39.4 million

Disability Lifeline (GA-U) 21,000 $20.3 million

Apple Health for Kids 27,000 children cut $10.1 million

Family Planning 43,000 $1.2 million

Savings numbers for four months
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• Effect on health system will be triple the 
amount reflected 

• For Medicaid programs, state loses federal 
money

• In most cases, a two-to-one match

• Effect on health system will be triple the 
amount reflected



Washington State Hospital Association

Provider CutsProvider CutsProvider Cuts



Washington State Hospital Association

No Direct Provider CutsNo Direct Provider Cuts

Provider rate cuts
Strong WSHA advocacy
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• Only six states have no co-pays
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Levied on admissions, days, outpatient services, 

and ER services 

• On the other hand, won’t save much
Federal restrictions on amounts

• Are they collectible?
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“Unnecessary” costs
Emergency Room services
Readmissions
Cesarean sections
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A Crowded BallotA Crowded Ballot
Initiative Subject Biennial Budget 

Effect
I-1053* 2/3 majority Only cuts possible

I-1082 Worker’s Comp Unclear

I-1098 Income tax $3.8 billion for health 
and education

I-1100 Liquor ($55 million)

I-1105 Liquor ($190 million)

I-1107* Repeal of non-essential 
taxes

($218 million)

* WSHA is opposed to I-1053 and I-1107; no position on others
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Big Banks

“About the hardest thing to find in the citizens' 
initiative is an actual citizen.” – Seattle Times
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• Would undermine prospects of a balanced 
approach in the coming years 
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• Eliminates taxes on non-essential products

• Taxes that would be repealed are common 
and reasonable 

• Revenues help to preserve essential public 
programs, particularly health care and 
education 
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and candy 

• Eliminates taxes on non-essential products

• Taxes that would be repealed are common 
and reasonable

• Revenues help to preserve essential public 
programs, particularly health care and 
education

• Public health benefit of higher taxes on soda 
and candy



Washington State Hospital Association

State Sales Taxes 
on Candy and Bottled Water 

State Sales Taxes 
on Candy and Bottled Water



Washington State Hospital Association

Your Advocacy 
We Need Your Voice! 

Your Advocacy 
We Need Your Voice!



Washington State Hospital Association

Make Plans for November!Make Plans for November!

• Make an appointment with your legislators 
now 

• Join with other hospital leaders in your area

• Make an appointment with your legislators 
now

• Join with other hospital leaders in your area



Washington State Hospital Association

Key MessagesKey Messages
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• Cuts to health care are devastating and 
unsustainable 

• Cuts will directly impact hospitals

• We need a balanced approach to our 
economic problems – one that includes both 
targeted spending cuts and new revenues 
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cassies@wsha.org, 206/216-2538
claudias@wsha.org, 206/216-2508
cassies@wsha.org, 206/216-2538
claudias@wsha.org, 206/216-2508
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